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He ſhall have Judgment without Mercy, "who bath * © 
| ſtewedl no Mercg. 
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Y Judgment in the Text, is meant, The determining Sentence 
at 2 Day. Judgment with Mercy, is the oy | 
and Glorification of the Faithful, exemplify d in the . =. 
| pronounced on the fide of the Sheep at the Right Hand 
| the Supream Judge, Come ye Bleſſed Children of my Father, receive the 
7 . 
wi 


"dom repared for you from the beginning of the World... „ 
thout : ercy' is the Sentence of Eternal Damnation denoubced a- 
gainſt the Goats on the Judges Left Hand, exemplify'd in thole 


terrible Words, Depart ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire, prepared fun 
e 7 1 "afing 8 "_ 255 Z 
The Determination of the Apoſtle in theſe Words, refers tothe 
Wiſe and Learned, particularly to the lawful Paſtors df the Clhnaſhay. ©. 

Church, who permit ſuch Members of the Flock of Chriſt, .as'are . 
Ignorant and Unlearned, to go on in the ways of Sin, without - - - 

| Reproving or Teaching them better; or without ſnewing anf Mens 
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cy to their Souls. 88 { 4665 95987 3 2 
It refers to the Rich and Wealthy, who ſee the Poor in a naked, 
| 8 ſtarving Condition ; and may, perhaps, give them tha 

omfort of a few good Words, but neither Feed, nor Cloath, nor ' 4 


* ways provide for them. i | PEP Ire => 

It refers to the Great and Powerful, to Men of Intereſt and in Au- 
thority, who often ſee their Inferiour Brethren wrong'd, abus'd, 

 oppreſs'd, cruſh'd. ro pieces by uncompaſſionate and domineering: 
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Wirerches, who ſtudy much to advance their own Greatneſs, and to 
— farisiy their unreaſonable Luſts, but never uſe their Authority or 
__ ro 8 their poor Brethren out of the eruel Hands of 
e Oppreſlor. os | . * II EIT» ys 7 
And it refers, and that in the firſt weaniog of the Text, to thoſe: 
_ Unchriſtian Creditors, who know rhat ſonie of their unfortunate Deb 3 
tors are utterly uncapable of ſatisfying their Expectations or De- 
mands; and yet are F far from commiſerating their Melancholie 
Circumiſtances, or from ſparing them, that they are immediately 
for e by the Throat, and for caſting them into Priſon | 
till they have paid the utmoſt Farrhing, rho? their very-Impriſon=\.  !! 
ment makes the Diſcharge of their Debts impracticable. 1 5 
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Aitor, ſo as every one may know what God and the com 


8 


E 


- Debtor and Creditor. made Eaſy : Or, 


have nothing to do with at preſent : But of the laſt kind of Per- 
ſons, or the Mercileſs Creditors, I ſhall now take Notice: The Im- 
piety and Inhiimanity of rhe laſt having brought a horrible Scan- 
dal upon the whole Nation, and having made our Foreign Neigb- 


men, as ſo many Pikes in a River, or Sharks at Sea, whodevour all 
their Fellow Creatures with an inexpreſſible Greedineſs ; or like fo 
many barbarous Cannibals, feeding altogether upon Man's Fleſh, 


and who ſpare thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as to be concern'd with 
them, no more than a Midnight Wolf, or a Hungry Vulture, would 


ſpare a Carcaſe caſt before them. * 


I defign not here to make an Apolegy * _—_ _ Villains; for 
uſineſs, or who upon meet- 


ſuch as from their firit Entrance into 
ing with ſome very ill Uſage from others, which may ſhock their 
Fortunes, and thuſt them upon the very brink of Ruine, xefolve 
altogether upon Frauds and Cheats, and to ſatisfy their own M- 
vengeful Humour, or to ſupport their Vicked Pride at the Expence 
of others; Nor will I plead for ſuch as after à fair Settlement in 


the Would, or being in a good Method of Thriving by a juſt and 

| ive themſelves up to 
led and vic ions Company, and in purſuit of their Advices, run in 

the common Road of Sharping and Roguery > I know of Nothing 
Which either an Honeſt Man, or a Good Chriſtian, can ſay in Vindi- 


honeſt Induſtry, grow above their Buſineſs, or 


cation of ſuch Vermin. But my Buſineſs at preſent is to make an 


The Great, the Rich, the Learned, as concern'd in this Text, 1 


P bours look upon the Engliſh, eſpecially among their own Country-- | 


; Apology for. Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion for choſe who are in undiſ= | 


led Neceſſity and Diſtreſs ; For fuch as ate frequently reduced ta 


immediate Hand of Providence, in terrible Loſſes and Diſappoint- 


ments, or tedious Family-Sickneſſes, which bing the Eſtates of 


many into an irrecoverable Conſumption, while they itrive only to 


reſcue their -Diſtemper'd Bod ies from ſuch lingring Maladies; I 
> would-plead for ſueh as never defign'd any Vrong or Injuſtice to any 


Perſon whatſoever, and are ready to make Satigaction to all ſuch as 


they are concern'd with, however pinching their Circumitances 


may be, to the utmoſt of their Power, and are willing to N 
thing that's Lawtul and Honeſt, ſo far as their Strength or Skil 
can reach to diſcharge their juſt Debts, and to provide tor their, mi- 


ſereble Families. And ſuch as theſe ought certainly to meet with, 


Mercy and Pity from all-ſuch as expect any Mercy or Pity for them- 


5 emities by the Treachery and Baſeneſs of others, or by the 


ſelves at the Hand of a Juſt God, when they come to appear before 


him at the Laſt Day, To carry on my Deſign the morè effectually 


1. Fairly and Impartially fate the Caſe between Debtor and Ces, 


50 : A#3I- + 
mon Inte- 


reits of Human Society require at the Hands of both. 


2. I ſhall conſider thoſe Pyovorat ions which Diſboneſt and bu 


Debzo13 g ice to their Creditors, by which thofe Pemtors whole A 
a £< : | | 


5 
: To 
Os 


ons and Intentions have always been Juſt and Honeſt 


5 * 2. 4 * 
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meddle in ſuch Thivgs as ate forbidden by the Laws of the Couu- 


2 - J | TE 3 1 ; OW. : 
The Judgment of the Unitterciful-de 
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come to fare the worſe: And I ſhall make ſuch Concluſidnas from + | 


What ſhall be ſaid on theſe Heads, as may ſerve to advance"\Honeſty - 


on the Debtor's, and Charity on che Creditorꝰs part. {3 2 5 19 : "V4 


4.778 VTV Erie Wo 1 TRI Lo MN 
I. I-ſhall Fairly aud Impartially te the Caſe between Deb to un 27h 

Creditor, ſo as every one may know what God and the common Tute= | 
reſts of Human Society, require at both their Hands. And to begin 
with the Creditor 85 Of 'Him it's requir d, f Weg , awe 


(1.,) That He Hound not take any Unlawful Advantage of tbe ent 


when the Creditor puts off Ill, or Damag d, or Unmerchantable © 
Goods, for Goods well Condition'd, and of Ready and Frequent 


Demand, and the Buyer knows no better, but takes them as ſuch. 
It's true, there's a kind of Proverb among Traders, that Thoſe who 


buy the Devil, muſt ſell the Devil And the meaning of that Pros 1 f 
verb may hold good under ſome particular Limitations: As, if , 


after rhe beſt Care I can take to inſpect ſuch or ſuch Goods, am 
yet impos'd upon, and cheated, I nay fell zhafe Goods again 0 


another without Injuſtice, provided always that I fairly and en 


didly let the Buyer know what the Goods are, and in what they 


are defective, and ſell them to Him at a Price proportion d to the 
real Value of the Goods. It's not enough for me to leave him tao 
find out whether they are Good or no; as, it may be, he did 


Neceſſities of ſuch as He's concern'd with. Theſe Advantages are Un- 
_ lawful which ariſe from the Weakneſs.and Ignorance of another As 


whom 1 bouglit them at firſt: For tho!, perhaps, 1 pretend to great 8 


Skill in the Commodity I traffick for, and fancy that na Body can 
N trick me, or deceive me, yet when 1 come to examine my Bargain, 
and find I really am cheated and abuſed, I preſentiy conclude ht 24 
the Seller was a Cozening Unconſciouable Nate, and reſolve nevet C 
buy of him again, uuleſs I have ſome proſpect of being reveng d | 


on him, by payiug him iu his on coin If now, I enarge his 


who bas impoe'2 uyon me with (hang end An OR 7 


the fame Characters of a Anace anden Cheat upon my ſelf, wuh 

put off the ſame Goods at as great and unreaſonable a Price to and 
ther. He who knowingly cheats me, is guilty of a great Sin, and; 
therefore, to be ſure, it I cheat another in the fame mani Tc 


never be innocent. ei 290 ones i309 om re (sr 
Again, Thoſe Adrantages are Unlawful, which ariſe outiof the 


dependant ſtate of the poor Debtor. The Debtor, it may be, ſtands 
in need of the Credizor's Favourg or Support, or Intereſt, on ſome : 
particular Occation ;, or, it's poſũble, he may expect * 
matter from him, and therefore he dares not refuſe what the? T 
offers him, for tear of difobliging him; ſo that in fuch a Caſe a 
Man muſt ſhut his Eyes to his own undoing, only for fear of being 
undone. Such Unlawtul Advantages are given ſomet imes by the 

Debtor s engaging himſelf by Clandeſting or Nivate Contiadts. to 


uy 


* 
" $34 


a 


Az 


not give him he Trades with any Credit, but upon ſuc 
wu de *defruBive either 29 bis Soul, or 10 bis Fortunes ; where 
* Things are fo managed, thete the Creditor has no right fo much as 


theinown Reaſonable Engagements; by which Methods they often 


2 they ſbonlã ſpew the Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of Chriſtians. They Rei 
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Crellitir made Beh. Or, 
"The Buyer takes off the Seller's hand No- 


being diſcover'd, while, if the worſt come to the worſt, 


% 


| | the Creditor knows how to ſave himſelf well enough, by clapping 
le Fee into the Hands of a perjur'd Officer. Where any or all 


theſe Circumſtances meet with ſomething of Poverty, or want of : 
Credit, there he who takes Advantage of ſuch 3 and wy 8. 
Terms as 


to the Name of a Chriſtian + Every Claim he makes in ſuch a Caſe ' 


i ſcandalous and abominable; and Rigour in extorting thoſe Ad- 
. Yantages, is an unpardonable Aggravation of his Wickedneſfſs. 


(a+) That Creditor ws Unmerciful, or ſhews no Mercy, in the ſenſe 


ol the Apoitle, who makes deceitful and over-reaching Bargains, 
which, it may be, he endeavours to palliate with the pretty Name 
of Ozut-witting, with thoſe Perſons whom he's concern'd with. 


And here wicked Men too frequently endeavour to draw their 


| Chapmen into Sin, and then puniſh them for tbeir Sin, by fome _ 

- _ greateriaud more malicious Sins of their own, - Thus the crafty Mer- 
chant will frequently tempt the Perſon, whom he deſigns to impoſe 

on, to exceſs of Drinking; and depends on that roo true Proverb, 


the Wine's in, the Wit's out. And when he has brought the 


do Man to be no longer Maſter of his own Reafon, he may fa» 
men upon him what Goods he pleaſes, and at what Rates ſoever 
de thinks fit: And the Wretch, who when he comes to himſelf, 


can remember nothing of what he did, yet, probably, dares not 


x LY deny his own Hand or Seal: Or if he ſhould, it would be to little 


while . Anavifh Dealers never want Confederates in their 


| Frauds, or Anight: of the Ne, fuch Witneſſes as will fwear 


through any Thing, rather than loſe the Cauſe of their Libera! 
Retainer... K e ; e e 


A thouſand ſcandalous Artifices, indeed, are made uſe of by 

thoſe who; have dithoneſt Defigns and Intentions, to impoſe upon 
their Neighbours ;. and they Il agree, many times, to deliver 2 
Commogities, to pay ſuch Bills, 8 ſuch Diſcharges, as thẽ 
really and in Juſtice ought to do: But when the Time is come, 


they cannot find in their Hearts to be true and faithful ra fuch 


? 


ruine rhe Buſineſs, and the Credit, of ſuch as could ſcarce keep | 
their Heads above water before. And yet none will be more id, 
THnHnn | 


_taexatſuch Bargains from thoſe whom they have enſnared 


ſuch Men; none are more Mercileſs than Cheats; for when they/ 


baue once laid common Honeſty and Fuſtice aſide, ſo far as to cheat or- 


defraudin a Bargain or Agreement, it's not renſonable to eæpect that, | 


ther date nor will let ſuch. Fraudulent Agreements reſt, mam. 4 | 
ww ; | Lt have 


5 2 


1 5 : 2 
e 1 — . l c 
l * DS of; ; 1 f 
2x 2 ? 
j p< * 8 2 1 x” — — 25 
ov == + 5 , i 
* 2 » arg — * 
p E _ 
PRE = 4 5 — 
= 


ha a 3 g the p ret pw » 
Ve a certain Froipect ot ing TE, poor deluded UAPINAY | 
more ſeverely, aud with leaf uſpicion, 5 then 1 etended ati- 
ence ; otherwiſe they II ſtrike While the Iron's Rot, they ll nor 
ive the Sufferer time to bethink himſelf a little, to confult win 
| Pls Friends, or to ſee what Help the, Law will afford him againſt 
an apparent and notorious Cheat; ſuch a Canceſſion would 'expole 
the Falſe Dealer too much, it would lay open thoſe dark and Teerer 
Py Methods by which ſuch Sons of Wickedneſs proceed; for,, how 
"= privately ſoever Unconſcionable Knaves may carry Matters, Time | 
: bein s them all to Light by degrees, and both the Lou's Kin ang 
the Fox's Tail, are oftentimes drawn ayer the Eaks of 1h etend= © 
ing A, and he who was deſign'd to be. made a we bind illains, 
nay, by gaining Time, extricate himſelf out of the Snares of the | 
rapanner. If fuch time of Enquiry cannot be obtain d, ſome Per- } 
| Tons who are ſo caught, will rather make good their 8 7 
Bargain, tho' it may be to the Ruine of their prefent Fortunes, 
than own their own Folly aud Inadvertency which could be ſo 009 3 
and ſo ſhamefiilly impos'd on. em 5 
3.) Thoſe Traders or Credizors are Men without Mercy, who where 
r bey lend Money, or ſell Goods for Money, and give Credit to the Buy 
ers, will force the Debtor not only to pay a "uſt and legal Uſe or Hug. 
reſt, but will ſqueeze him with the utmoſt Severity and Hal Extor- 
tion. I know ſome very Good and Wiſe, as well as Learned Men, 
have condemn'd all Lſuty in general as Unlawful or Sinful in it ff 
But, with all Reſpect to the Names of Great and Worthy Men, 1 
cannot but aſſert, their Notion in the Cale is a grofs Miſtake, and 
the Reaſons they give for it, when duly examn'd, are of little 
weight or force; and while they think their Notion fitted to eaſe 
ſome who are in very difficult Worldly Circumſtances, it would, if 
ſeverely practiced, bring a ſudden Ruin upon the generality of our 
Widows and Orphans, which a0 [ound Napa, When proſecuted, 
can ever do; and it would reduce three parts in four of any Tras 
: ng uy, or Nation, to Difficulties never to be conquer d: Whict 
i this were a proper Place for it, might eaſily be demonſtrated. 
It's no Sin barely to take Uſe or Intereſt for Money, any more thun 
it's a Sin to take Rent for a Houſe. or Land hought with the ſame Money; 
and where I, upon a particular Emergency, have a clear proſpect of 
immediate extraordinary Gain, without putting the Cheat upon 
any Body, and know. that my giving an extraordinary Premium to a 
Banker, ox other Money'd Man, can do me no Hurt, it I by his Help 
can purchaſe what I aim at; There if I, upon fuch an Occaſion, 
offer more of Intereſt to the Ranker, for fo much Money as I have 
_ occaſion to take up, than the Law, according to the Rigour of it, 
allows, ſince I voluntarily and of my ſelf offer ſuch extraordinary 
Intereſt ;, and no Man is bound to accommodate me with fo much 
Money ; and if he would, without asking my Leave, might lay 
out his Money on the ſame Occaſion for his own proper Advantage: 
There, and in ſuch a Caſe, I am bound to make good ny . 


5 


NN — Wwe ” 


r wade EH. Or, 
remit what he will of his own 


Security ; there for ſuch 4 Man to take more of Intereſt than the Law 

of the- Nation. ordinarily allows, us Extortion, = a very great Su, 

rainſt_ all the Rules of Equity and Juſtice, and all the known Laws of 
d and, Man. This Dealing is like a Cancerous Humour in the 


* 


Practice Which effectually devours Houſes and Lands, Living Men 
nd all their Families. And though, perhaps, if I had ſuch a Sum 
my own hand, I might have met with ſome accidental Oppor- 
unity to have made 4 greater Improvement of it 'Lawfully, cha 
the ordinary Intereſt amounts to, yet ſuch a Thing being purely 
Fortuitous. and every whit as likely to miſs as 7 that Pre- 
gence is no Excule at all for ſuch Extortion. And fuch damnahle 
Fxtortiou lies not only in exacting more Intereſt for Money Lent 
chan is allowed by Law, bur in forcing it with all the Violence 
of wreſted Law out of the Hands of thoſe whoſe mean Circums 
ances render them incapable'of anfwering the Creditor's unrea- 
ſonable Demands, or defending themſelves. from the Injuitice of 
them. This Extortion ig a, Sin never zo be forgiven without | ſeriors - 
Kepentauce, and a faithful and efeFive Reſtitution: The Practice orf 
it is inconſiſtent with Mercy, and with the Character of a Diſciple — 


ok Jeſus, Chriſt. Bur, e e 
| (A4 Thoſe are the moft Baibarow and Unmerciful of all others “ 
1 te uſe of either Force or Art to bring others to undue Bonds and 
1 Obligations to themſelves, as High- way Men generally do when they 
[ threaten the poor Traveller till they make him ſet his Hand to 
what they pleaſe, only to fave his own Life. There are others as 
great Cheats and Rol bers as the worſt of High-way" Men, who never 
Hazard their own Perſons as thoſe Padders do, and yet put Men 
into as terrible Frights, as if they had Swords or Piſtols actually 
clap'd to their Boſoms, till they can bring them to ſome Dange- > 
rous and Unjuſt Compliance. Meu in Drink, Men in Paſſion, and 0 
Men who arte unacquainted with the World, are apt to expoſe '£ 
- themſelves to very great Inconveniencies, and to give Anaves and K 
Villains Opportunities to ruine them. And there are few who keep _ 
ſuch a ſlrict guard upon themſelves, but that they fall ſometimes 
into ſuch Errors or Miſpriſions, as others, who happen to be privy 
to them, may take unhappy Advantages of. Any of theſe are al- 
ways liable to the Strokes of Treachery and Malice, and are fre- 
quently obliged to purchaſe their Peace of ſuch as lye in wait to 
catch any Advantage at a. very dear Rate; and yet, when they | 
have made the Puchaſe, they live in perpetual Fears and _ | 
| | | nefles: D 


| — > m2 hp, hr. 8 r 8 


will not treſpaſs upon on a fair Opport IF 2 
os Heſitances; Heu many are there who take the ſame Adyan= 
gas of the Neceſſities and entangled circumſtances of helpleſs Widows and © 


phans ? How many arethere who prey upon 


barous Nations: A generous 
ſuch e 3 


de 


ery Propotal of them; 


only among us, who call our ſelces Chriff iaus, it's notorious and un- 


ording to our Country Coniſlitution we go up for Juul 
Judggeus, ate too frequently troubled with the Nr Vermine. 
ſuch. as have ſold rhemfe! 
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whom TI deal with, ought to live 


10 "Debtor and Creditor made Eaſy: Or. 
"miſchievous Conſequence ; for it makes many Creditors, who were 


otherwiſe very ready to confider the Circumſtances of their honeſt and 


 "conſeiextrous Debtors, and to treat them with a great deal of Pati- 


ence and Compaſſion, where they were under any Diſaſter, or Dif- 
ficulries, "ro grow more inconſiderate and Hard- Hearted than they 
would have” been. No Man, who is of an boneft Principle, will 
even gralp at that Credit which he knows he cannot auſwer : The Man, 
Who lays bur 2 narrow Foundation, yet if he lays it well and 
ſtrong, may raile a firm and lofty, tho? not a ſpacious Building A | 
on it, and in time may (ately add both to the Foundation and the 


Super ſtruchire e Bur he, who lays a wide and large Foundation 


fir ro build a Palace on, and has nothing to carry on the Super- 
ftructure with, proportionable to ſuch a Foundation, grows juſtly 
ridiculous, and if others loſe by him, odious to his Neighbours. 
Ne Man can reaſonably pretend to an improving Credit in the World 

ho is not pu nctual to his Promiſes and Agreements to the utmoſt of 
His Power ; or, where he fails in any particular, does it not with 
uch Circumſtances, that all the World may fee it was not his Fault 
that he tail'd, and that it is not his Defign to injure any Man. 


In fich a Cale Wiſe and Good Men will never be inexorable. 


He who truſts me, doubtleſs has a Charge upon his own Hands, 
and many Occafions of Expence as well as I, who am truſted by 
him; and if I make ſuch a Profit by what I trade with him in, or 


by that Buſineſs and Credit which i have in the World, as enables 


me to ſupport my telf and Family, I ought to remember that he, 

5 the Profit of what he ſells to 
me, as well as I endeavour to live and thrive by what I fell to 
others. There may be ſome particular Incidents in the Courſe of Bu- 
fineſs, which may render me, at leait for the preſent, uncapable of 


doing what I acknowledge I ought in Juſtice to do, but theſe, as 


1 ſaid before, are ſuch as may eaſily be laid open in the View of 
the World, and then that Creditor, who deſires to paſs for a Chriſtian, 
will confider my Caſe as if it were his own, which it might have 


deen, as well as mine, and will not preſs too hard upon me. But 


where the Put offs and ay, are only - Anaviſh and unneceſſary, and 
when I keep up rhe lame Port, and make confiderable Advantages 
of my uſual Buſineſs at the fame time, I cannot complain reaſona- 
Hly of Hardihip and Severity, if he makes me ſenſible of rhe In- 
Juſtice I do ham, and if he make uſe of ſuch Means, as the Law 
puts into his Hands to make me honeſt, and careful to diſcharge 
my juit Obligations. „ =P 

(24) It's a great Provocation to an otherwiſe well inclin'd Greditor, 
when the Debtor puts kim off, and will not diſcharge the Debt due to bim, 
on Pretence of purſuing ſome other very great, but very uncertain Profit, 
with that Money which the Creditor has Occaſion for, and which ought 


w 


To be paid at * or ſuch a time, according to Agreement and the uſual 


Rules of Trade and Bufineſs, This is a common, but by no means juſt i- 
fable Pactice; and Men perhaps will exclaim mightily againit ſuck. 
- | EL, 7G 


/ 


va 


3 


2 Creditor, who ſhall for bid his Debtor to do fo, or whoſhall hin- 
der him in his imaginary Proſpect of Gain, by ſharp Demands bf 


| 3 and eaſily intelligible Method of more than ordinary lawful 


| been very eaſy in ſuch Cafes as this mention'd, who have o them- 
| ſelves forborn their own juſt Demands only to give an Opportunity 


| himſelf; bur all this is only a free Kindneſs, which nothing but 
their own Tenderneſs and good Nature, or a juſt Reflection upon 


Fortunes. This Practice is by no means ta be juſtified. ' 


who uw in Debt, and who intends to he ſo, as deſigning to dive into as 
much Buſineſs as poſfible, ro make fraudulent Conveyances of their 


transfer, what ſhould pay his real Debts to thoſe to whom, it may be, be 


brated. 11 


N n 


what is due to himſelf. It's true, that if I, as a Debtor, propoſe 
the Matter to my Creditor as a feiſible Project, and can conwince 
him that my Proſpect of Advantage is no ſenſeleſs Chimera, but a 


rofit, and if my Creditor, upon the Caſe fairly laid before him, 
is ſatisfied that my Project is really good and feiſible, and will be 
content to tarry a longer time for what's his Due, only that I may 
have the better Opportunity to proſecute the Matter; if things be ſo, 
then what I do in the Caſe is no Wrong to him who has given me 
Credit; but then again I'm engaged by ſo much the ſironger Obliga- 
tions of Juſtice and Gratitude, to make haſt to diſcharge my Debt 
to ſo kind a Creditor as ſoon as poſſible. Such fair Dealing, if it 
were more common, would encourage. Trade and Honeſty together; 
and it would make Men much leſs ſuſpicious, and abundantly 
more helpful to one another, than they uſually are. 4 

I have known Men in Great Buſineſs themſelves, and who had the 
World before them, who having a ze, Notion of things, have 


to their Young but induſtrious and well meaning Debtor to enrich 


what they could wiſh for themſelves, could move them to: But 
where this Favour cannot be obrain'd, and in ſome Caſes it may 
be very unreaſonable to defire it, if I will yet run the Riſque, an 

Jaunch out into new Adventures withour the Couſent of thoſe to 


what of rough Uſage from my Creditor : What I do without Conſent, 
let my Pretences be never ſo fair aud plauſible, is no better than down- 
rigbi Robbery ; I retain that which belongs to my Creditor frandu- 
lently, and by Violence, and I lay it out as I pleaſe, and as if the 
Money were my own, tho! it really belongs to another. And thoſe, 
who make uſe of ſuch ſneaking and diſhoneſt Artifiees, are ſooften 
diſappointed of thoſe mighty Advantages they pretended to, that, 
initead of growing Rich, and able to drive a greater Trade, they 
frequently grow - leſs able to ſatisfy their injur'd Creditors than 
they were before, and ſo that proves the Occaſion of their Ruine, 
which they once dream'd ſhould have been the Foundation of their 


(3+) Its a Corſe very wicked, as well as very Noro, for One 


Real or Fes ſonal Eſtates to Others, let them be Friends, Wives, Chil- 
dren, or whatſoever Relation they may ſtand in to him, and ſo to 


owes Nothing. How frequent theſe Frauds are in this MY 


32 + Debtor and Creditor nde Eaſy Or, 
Cary, d in Other Parts of the Kingdom is both ſhameful and 
_ Teandalous to mention; how ſuch Frauds are managed I need not 

deſcribe ; I am afraid that there are too many who hear me this 

1 8 who underſtand well enough what this Artifice means: To 
de lure the Deſign of it can never be honeit, or fit to be ond by 


.  {any, who call themſelves Chriſtians: And it's no Wonder to fee, 


that neither the Perſon acting fo deceirfully, or contriving it, nor 
the Child, nor the Wife, not the Friend, nor any other drawn in 
to be Parties in ſo abominable a Cheat, can ever Proſper. 
_ Tf Other | Men in Buſineſs give me Credit, it's on the, Suppeſition, that 
TI deal juſtly with them, and pay honeſtly and regularly for what I fo 
take up: And I cannot be ignorant, that if any Man wr 1s 1 
Had a fraudulent Deſign upon him, he d have a care of himſelf, and 
never be concern'd with me. But it may be my Merchant has im- 
Pos d upon, and cheated me, and on that Reaſon I may think to 
Thelrer my ſelf under that Old Proverb, that —To deceive the Deceio- 
er 13 no Necert.— But the Proverb, how common ſoever it may be, 
is a groſs Miſtake, and which the leaſt Reflection will convince me 
or any Man living of. For, if another by deceiving me makes 
himſelf guilty of a great Sin, then if I deceive him, I my ſelf can 
never be Innocent, ſince it's the very A 4 Cheoting which is the Sin, 
tet the Reaſon or Mot ive to it be what it will. But what Society can 
ever hold together long? What mutual Confidence can there ever 
be between Man and Man, if it be lawful for me to make over to a- 
nother, it may be, an unconcern'd Perſon, all that Security, which my 
Creditor depends upon for my paying him, for ſuch Mouey or Gods 
as I have had from him ? if Ideal fo unjuitly with him, with 
whom I'm particularly concern'd in Trade, how can I complain if 
another ſerves me in the fame manner? Perhaps I'll plead that 
what I do is only to provide foinething for my Wife and Family, in cafe 
_ the worft, as they tay, ſhould come to the worit: For a Man to 
provide for his Family is doubtleſs a very commendable Care. But 
that 3t may be a Lawful Care, rhe Proviſion fo made muit be out 
ot my own proper Purſe, and not out of the Purſes of others. || 
Quart to be diligent and induſtrious in my Calling, if be it a law- 
al One, and if I add Honeſty to my Diligence, God will bleſs my 
Labours, and he Il provide abundantly for my Widow and my 
-hildren, tho? I:may be able to leave them very little. Burt an 
Inheꝛritaner of Curſes both from God and Man is a diimal Previ- 
Bou for Polterity- 
Practices. 7 bad better beg from Door to Door, than inherit an 
late gotten y Fraud and Wickedneſs. It's for the lake of fuch 
Wretches, that many poor and unfortunate, but well- meaning 
Debtors meer with Harſhneſs and Severity from their Creditors. 
"1 (4-) Thoſe Debtors take a very provoking Courſe, who are either enga- 
Sed wigreat Diftculties, or bavevery little Buſineſs; and eonſequently a 
very narrow Income, fer Juch Debtors to live ut an high aud eætatu- 
Sant expenjice Kate 3 fuch à Rate as it may be their Creditors, 
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z and nothing-elſe can be expected from ſuch foul _ 
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tion, then 
| have but ſmall Remains That he's never likely to thrive, wha lives fo 
much beyond his Income, = Such Talk alarms the Creditors ; and if 
the Man preve a Bankrupt at laſt, as it's very likely he ſhovid, no 
Eye piries him, and the Creditors are ready to extend their Ri- 


_ gree, and to their Circumſtances in the 


do with an active, Jealous, fliarp Man, One who keeps a ſteady 


_ very ſuſpiciouſly. ' Every one is ready to ask what Fund the Petlon 
| 1 Wake Al jock linge Spend iigs? Whether he pays well or 
not? And if he does pay well, they 1 enquire, whether he be no 
Coiner, Clipper, Foiger, thgh-way-man, Reteicer of Stolen Goods, 8c. ? 
If in n they can clear him from any ſuch Imputa- 


hey preſently conclude, that —Such large Spendings can 


gour even to his Innocent Children, who too often ſuffer very deep - 


Iy for the Thoughtleſuefs and Folly of their Parents. 


I don't pretend by what I ſay to reconmend Griping or Greton neſs 


20 any, or toperſwade any Man to ſtarve himfelf or his Family by a 


niggardly way of Living: No; there is a middle Way between Coverouſneſs 
ms Prodigati 4: between Pining and 5 When a Pia ald 
thoſe of his Family go and fare ap na; Fo their Station and De- 

World, he's juſtly yalued, 
and mich Good is expected of him; if any ſevere Providence over- 
take him, he meets with Pity and Compaſſion from all good Men. 


The cruel Ceditor, who will not fpare him, is curs'd and hated by 


every one, who has obſerv d the Wiſe Management aud Frugality of 
the undone Man. Otherwiſe the Modiſb Beau, whole Head, it may be, 
colts almoſt as much as would ſerve to ſtop the Mouths of ſome o 


his ſevereſt Creditors, when he comes te a Poor Habit, and a de- 


jected Look: The formerly Patch'd aud Painted Lady when the comes 


to her Rags, and waſhes her mouruful Face oftener with her Tears 

than her coitly beautifying Waters; the Children, for whom, lately, 

| Nothing was thought good or dear enough, arealmolt deſtitute of Bread 

to farisfy Hunger, or Cloaths to cover Nakedneſs; when things 
come once to this pals, they become a Reproachand By- word to all 


who know them; their former Pride and preſent Miſery are equally re- 
flected on: And it the Hard- hearted Creditor ſeizes all, itrips them of 
all, claps the weak-hbeaed “ e into Priſon, — 5 
there, the Common World Icarce knows how to excuſe the One, 
or to condemn the other. ee ee 8 


J. The Debtor ſometimes provokes hi well minded Creditor 2 cheat ing 


and abuſing One of them tb Lese, the Other, or as woe uſe to ſay in 
the Proverb,. Ey Robb ing Peter to pay Paul. In which Proceeding 
too, the beſt and moſt boneft Man, he who has been the trueſt and the 
kindeft Friend, is commonly the greateſt Sufferer. The Kuaciſo Debror 
generally ſuppofing that Man tlie firteit to be abuſed, who is the 
readieit to tiuit him, and the flowell to ſulpect him. If I havezo 


Eye 
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Eye upon me and my Management, I'll be ſure to keep touch with 
ham, uſe I'm afraid of him, r 
if I don't walk very exactly before him: But my generow undeſign- 


m afraid he'll find me tripping, 


ing Creditor is in my Eſteem a good honeſt fmple Fellow, and there- 
fore that I may ſecure my ſelf the better . the other, I'll thruſt 


my felf every Day farther into Debt with him, farther than I am 
able, or than I ever intend to pay; and all this only becauſe hes 
ſo good, fo innocent, and ſo much my Friend. But now what 


can be baſer than ſuch Dealing? And how often are Men of the 
beſt Natures and ſofteſt Tempers in the World exaſperated by ſuch 


unworthy Practices? And ſuch, when once throughly heated, 
grow the moſt implacable of all others. It's enough indeed to diſ- 


courage all thoſe, who conſult only with Fleſh and Blood from all 
the Expreſſions of Kindneſs and Mercy: It's enough to make them 


conclude of all whom they are concern'd with, as King James the 


I. did of the Preſbyter;ans in his time, — That they ars a People never 
to be obliged—A 44 

their own unhappy Experience, what Conſequence that may have, 
and how much Miſchief it may bring upon the honeſt and innocent 
I need not mention. : 


| (6.) en Men —_ and encreaſe their Debts as far as they SAY 
poſſibly find Credit, at ſuch time as they know themſelves to be in.a de- 


cloning Condition, and not capable of paying the Moiery of what t 

| 3 when they take ſuch N x ry they 15 mw 
the fouleſt aud mot provoking Villany in Matters of Trade and Worldly 
Fuſmeſs, that wicked Men can pitch upon. A good and conſcienti- 


ous Chriſttan, when he's cruſh'd by the inevitable Blows of Provi- 


dence, will endeavour to do as little Hurt, and to as few of his 


Neighbours as he can; he'll bluſh to ſee them, and beg their Par- 


dons a thoutand times, even when they have compounded with 


him, and will take care to ſhew himſelf worthy of the Favour 
ſhown him, whether he continue in a mean indigent Condition, 
or take footing in Gain, and grow proſperous and lucceſsful on his 
reengaging in the World. But he, who runs up to the Ears in Debt 


when he's juſt running away, puts on the Humour of Herod the Great, 
King of Judæa, at the Birth of our Saviour, who ordered all the 
Jewiß Nobility to be nnirder'd upon the firſt News of his Death; 
that the ems, tho' they hated him, might have ſome cauſe to 


mourn at his Funeral; fo thoſe Men endeavour to cruſh'as many 


as they can with their Fall, that it their Creditors will not pity 


them, yet they may be touch'd with fome Melancholy Thoughts, 
on Account of*themſelves and their own Families, who are often 
buried under their Ruines. „„ I 
The Sun, we ſay, never looks fo big, as when he's juſt going 


down; and diſcerning Men are apt to think, that thoſe, who 


on ſo faſt for unuſual Quantities of Money or Goods, will ſoon be going. 
Now it Cheating, let the Occaſion of it be what it will, ib a Sin in 
it ſelf, to take this Courſe us the way to render it unfardonable, It's 


jult 


when they once find their Notion confiim'd by 
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Me Judgment of the Unmerciful demomſtrated. 13 
Juſt as if a Man, who had all his Life time been a notorious Sin- 
ner, ſhould, when he finds Death coming upon him, endeayour 
to fedouble his Career in Wickedneſs, and to draw in all he can to 
the ſame Guilt, leſt otherwiſe he ſhould not be ſure enough of 
Everlaſting Damnation. The Laws of other Countries, eſpecially 
of ſuch as are much concern'd in Trade and Cominerce, make This 
and other Methods like it Capital, and if they can find the Crimi- 
nals, they remove them our of the World, as a common Nuiſance; 
and our own Late Laws have made ſuch Practice Felony, without Be- 
nefit of Clergy, and they, who go about to bluut rhe Edge of fuch 
Laus, while it may be they can take off High-way-men and Bur- 
glars with Severity enough, are no Friends to either Jultice or 
Charity, bur ſeem to act upon Principles juſt as honeſt, as the moit 
knaviſh of thoſe Bankrupts, whom they ought to puniſh. No- 
thing can be pleaded in Behalf of Common Chears and Knaves, 
from any Merit of their own; nor can they with any Reaſon com- 
_ plain of the Rigour of their Creditors, how harſhly ſoever they 
may ſeem to deal with them, fince Death or Confinement hinders them © 
from doing more Miſchief 5 and the Creditors in tuch Caſes are like 
Men who draw in their own Defence, when Matters ſtand fo, 
that they mult either kill or be kill'd. Such Unhappy Wretches 
make no uſe of Conſcience, nor do they at all obey the Dictates of 
It; and when they tall, they fall unpitied and unregarded even by 
the kindeſt of their Neighbours. ä 
- Thus have I fairly conſidered the Caſes of Debtor and Creditor, aud 
under what Circumſtances the One ſhows no Mercy, and the Other de- 
Jerves none, I ſhall now ſhew you, what the good Chriſtian, as 4 
_ Chriſtian and a Creditor, _ to do, both with reſpeT to 9 their 
Debtors as are Cheats, an 1 pri 
pled Men ; that ſuch Creditors themſelves may not fall un 
Aboſtle's Sentence, and have Fudgment without Mercy, becauſe they 
ſbew no Mercy. And here with Reſpect to Knaves and Cheats, 
12. Tho” a Anaviſp Debtor conſider d in himſelf deferves-the ut- 
moſt Severity of the Law, yet every Creditor, who is a ſiucere Chriſtian, 
muſt know, that the extreme Rygour of the Law us extreme Injuſtice.. 
Where a Debt can really. be recovered by Severity, but not with- 
out it; for ſuch Men who are able, but will not do ſuſtioe with- 
out Force, we can offer nothing toward a Mitigation: Where 
nothing can be gotten by Severity, tho? it may be my own Neceſ- 
ſities may cry aloud, there ir's to no purpoſe to proceed any farther. 
againſt rhe Criminal, than barely to prevent his doing more Miſ- 
chief. Otherwiſe I muit Remember, That I am a Cbriſnian; Fleſb 
and Flood may call for Revenge, but Chriſtianity, like the Blood of 
its Founder, crys only for Mercy and Forgiveneſs., My Kule, as a 
Chriſtian, is to do, nat as I am, but as I would be done to. But I 
have not ſinn'd, i. e. I have not wiong'd fo many, as my Debtor 
has done Be it fo! It's God's Grace however, which has pre- 
ſerv d me from treſpaſſing in the ſame way; he has not let me fall 
„ | 1 into 


0, 
fuch of them as are honeſt and well _ . 
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| There may be ſome Allowance of ſuch a Plea with reſpect to the 
Perſon of the Debtor; bur I ought to think again, Cel has dane 
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to pretend to Charity, without ſhewing all that Mercy to the 
wouſt of Men, which they ae capable el, is to preteud to whar's 


ment, unlets I. would have his Soul and Body damu'd together. 
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' about to make him deſperate by 


highly offended at his Father's Kindneſs to ſo lewd a 
| ye he was not ſo cruel or unnatural as to adviſe him to caſt the 


tions and Endeavour, but are render d inſolvent 


ſolvent by his on Fault or Miſmanagement, 1 a direct Contradition to 
, the * God. God — l Jews to refuſe to lend to 


chat the Jubilee was at Hand when all Pebts were to be releas . 
But it's che inhumane amn en KINA: fy who yer calf 
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De Judgment of the Unmerciful demanſttated. 15 
We ſee that when the Yeak-headed. Prodigal had ſyent all tag 
Portion which he laid claim to, yer his — Royer tho! | 
pexer fo juitly angry with him boy his Extravagance, did not go 
ill Uſage : No; but he received 
and embraced. him kindly, and indeed, as a Compaſſhonate Father 
ought to do. Nay, and the Prodzgal*s Elder Brother, who was 
Spendrurifry 


oar Bankrupt into Prin, to keep him there ſo long as to make = 
Dice of his Bones, to let bim ſtarve or rot tbere; and we do not find 
any. Intimation, as if the Father's Goodneſs was loſt. upon the return- 
ing Prodigal. It's true, Confinement to the narrow Walls of 3 
Praſoa has made many open their Eyes, and has not only made 
them good Hus bands and thrifty Managers afterward, bur it has 
made them good Men; Men as eminent for their Virtues and Dif- 
cipline, as they were before for theit Exrravagance aud Folly, 
Aud where either Friends or Strangers, out of Compaſſion to their 
Poor Families, have at their own Charge freed them from the in- 
exorable Violence of theis uumerciful Creditors ; the releas'd Priſoners} 
by Gratitude. to their Deliverers, have demonſtrated what the 
Creditors themfelyes might have expected from them upon the 
fame Terms, I may laſh my Son ſeverely for his Amendment, but 
I muſt not Whip him to Death on that Fretence; I may give him 
Phylick for ſuch Bodily Diitempers as he may labour under; bus} 
may not poiſon him to cure him; Good Chriſtiau Greditor will 
mitgle Compaſfion with Fuſtice, and while he corrects a Knabe fax 
his Amendneut, he won't uſe bs Neigbbous baybarouſly to his ur- 
But naw, as for Debtors who are honeſt ang 4 K in their Inter 
„ bu by the Strokes of Pro- 
pidence, by inevizabie Loſſes ang Incumbrauces, ſuch 10 Loſſes at 
Sea, Loſſes by Fire, Loſſes by the Rapine of Arms in füch Coun⸗ 
tries as are the Sears of War, Loſſes by the 3 of Cheats 
or Sa n en N in t ue dew: in 
where their Circumſtances are but poor and low, ox being robb'd& 
and ſtripp's of all by Unmercitul Thieves and Burglars, Se. 
Where things have happen'd thus, every good Man 8 to pur 
a great deal of Difference between theſe and thoſe ſpoken f 
Wo ry Io the affiiged Pity ſhould Fo on by their Friends, and nons 
but Barharigns will go about to break the bruiſed Reed. — With reſpe&t 
to ſuch therefore, the fiow Chriſtian muſt remember. 
(4+) That zo be cruel or unmercaful to ſuch a Debtor, as u not ihe 


* 


their Vor Brethren what they wanted, or to keep their Pledge for 
Payment by them all Night, tho' they knew them unable to pay, of 
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18 Debtor and Creditor made Eaſy: Or. 
| themſelves 'Chriftians, That if a Perſon of real Worth and unble- 


2 wo Þ> 4 — - 0 — — - 
_— by 7. 0 — g » . —— ON 
. — 2 RET 73K I; 2 2 97 = ug —2 — ** ö S ˙ 
T7 A . up Rey Ic 0. ad — pe — — Web a " 3 
2 a _— 4 i 2 ů— — * * Y — On EI A 
5 a —— —— — 2 A 
— — _ 
— * 5 r CE 
* 5 


every one his Brother his Treſpaſſes. Non-Payment of a ju 


_—_——_ 


miſh'd n meet with an unſuſpected Loſs, by which his 
Worldly Eſtate is dangerouſly ſhaken, inſtead of pitying his Lot, 
or thinking how they would deſire to be dealt with themſelves in 
a like Exigence, to tall foul upon him, to tear him all to pieces, 


that he may never recover the dreadful Blow ; as if he was on!y like | 


2 dead Carcaſe caſt out into the Fields to bedevour'd by Dogs and 
Ravens; and can fuch Lucbriſtian Chriſtians ever look for Mercy 
at the Hand of a Juſt God? Devils may as reaſonably expect it as 
they, and they Il find it as ſoon. | 5 * 
It was one particular Article of at Reformation which Nehe- 
miab endeavour d among the Jews after their Return from the Cap- 
tivity of Babylon, that They ſbould not exat every Debt, Nehem. 
10. 21. That this Reformation was not to affect the Fews only, but all 
ſuch as pretended to be Followers of Chriſt, our Saviour himſelf 
demonſtrates in that Parable, Matth. 18. 23, When one of his 
Servants was brought to the King, who ow'd him Ten Thouſand 
Talents, a vaſt Sum, and which he was by no means able to pay: 
The King prelently rakes the Advantage of the Law, and com- 
mands him to be fold, and his Wife and Children, and all that he 
had, and Payment to be made: Now in all this there was no 


Wrong offer'd ; but when the Servant fell down and worſhip'd 
his Prince, begg'd that He'd be patient, and promis'd to pay 


kim all in time, the King was not inexorable, but preſently lo05'd 
him, and forgave him all the' Debt : And thus God deals with us 
miſerable Sinners: we owe him more than we can ever pay, but 


ik we throughly humble our ſelves before him, he accepts our 
Humility, and forgives our Sins. But the forgiven Servant prelently 


meets with One of his Fellow Servants, who ow'd him but an Hun 


_ dred Pence; he demands his Money roughly and preſently : His Fel- 


low Servant is as humble to him as he had been to his Maſter, 
ives him a Promiſe of paying him all, which was more likely to 

be kept; but the een Creditor has no Patience, but immedi- 
ately throws him into Priſon, there to lye till he ſhould pay the 
Debt. Thus we deal with One another, and yet we are all Fellow-' 

Servants, and all liable to the ſame Severity. But what's the Event 
of all: The King hears of his Servants cruel Action, he's enraged 
at it, ſends for him, rates him as he deſerves ; and —O thou wic- 

ked Servant, fays he, Did not I forgive thee all that Debt becauſe thou. 

defiredſt me, and ſbould'ſt not thou alſo have had compaſſion on thy Fel- 

low-Servans as I had pity upon Thee ? What Expoſtulation could 

have been more reaſonable? The Concluſion is, — The King, his 

Lord was wrorh, and delivered Him to the Tormenters till he ſhould pay 
all that was due to him, Our Saviour's Inference from the whole is, 

K alſo, ſhall your Heavenly Father do unto you, if you F: not 

r 24 4 

Treſpaſs againſt che Laws of God and Man, when Providence only diſ- 
ables the Debtor to diſchaige his Duty, there, that Creditor who is — 
N « ; 8 © 81 4 
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The Judgment of the Unmerciful demonſirated., 19 
d and inexorable, will be damned for Ecer ; be fhows no Mercy, n! 
be foall have Judgment without Mercy. SITIO TEC 2: SOD 
(2.) Jo deal rigorouſly with ſuch po Debtors, as are diſabled to 
diſcharge their Debts ly the viſible Strokes of Providence - is agamſt the - 
Law and Practice of all Nations, and againſt the Original Deſign and 
Meaning of our own. Frauds and Cheats are puniſh'd in Foreign 
Countries with the utmoſt Severity, as they juitiy delerve. Such 
Crimes are Capital in the United Provinces, and they are fo now by 
our lateſt Statutes about Bankrupts; tho” th, as well as other G 
Laws ſeem to have been made only that they might be broken. But 
where the Man is undone without his own Fault, any farther 
than as Sin in general is the- meritorious Cauſe of all Aﬀictions, 
there Foreign Nations will not permit thew Citizens to ror in naſty 
Goals, or to ſtarve under the Unmerciful Hauds of Brutal Arepers. 
But where the Debtor appears honeit, though untfortunate, he thall 
ſoog be free, as well as handlomly maintain'd by the Creditor 
While he's confined to a Priſon ; he ſhall have a certain Fund our 
of his former Eſtate to begin the World with again; that he may 
be encourag'd to be Indutuious in ſuch Buſinets as he falls into, 
that he may ſupport his Family, be uſeful ro the Publick, and it 
may be pay that whole Debt, for the Moiety of which or leſs he 
had compounded in his Neceflity, 1 
This is the commendable Care of our Foreign Neighbours, and 
doubtleſs our own Laws atout Bankrupts were deſignd not only to 
puniſh Cheats and Villains, but to encourage the boneſt but unfortu- 
nate: Tho' too many of the long Robe - urn Fudgment into Form- 
word, and leave off Righteouſneſs in the Earth, — As the Prophet ex- 
preſſes it; Amos 5. 7. And conſequently our Sratures are wreſted 
contrary to the meaning of rhe Two Houſes, who drew them up, 
and of the Sovereign, who paſs'd them into Laws: By which 
Management Honeſty is no ProteFion to ſuch as uſe it, nor Anavery 
fo very dangerous to thole who'prattice it. If Sir Edw. Cook lays 
. Tight, — That the Laws of England are founded: upon the Word of 
God, and the higheſt Reaſon in the World ;— I'm ſure that neither 
Reaſon nor God's Word allow any Man to oppreſs thoſe upon whom 
God's Hand is very heavy already: Such Men and their Families 
are the proper Objects of our Pity not of our Severity; and tho? 
thoſe, wio opprels them, may eſcape the Laſh of Humane Laws 
ain this World, which does not happen always neither, yet they'll 
find it hard te eſcape the Damnation of Hell. | | 
. (3+) The Rygour of Creditors to Innocent, but Unhappy Debtors, is 
N often the Kuine FA their Bodies and their Souls, as well as of they 
Eſtates, which no. Man of a Chiiitian Spirit can ever think of 
without Horrour : And ir muit be a very great Meaſure T Divine 
Grace which can prevent it. When I'm conſcious to my ſelf that 
I never meant to dye in Debt to any Man, that I never was idl 
or a Spendthrift, or a Prodigal; that I took all that Care an 
Pains, which a juſt and honeit ono was capable off, to war 
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Fo with the Porld; that neither my own, nor my Families Pride or 
Extravagance biought me behind hand in the World; but that 
it was only the Hand of Cod which touch'd me, or the unſuſ- 
pected Treachery or Villany of others which ruin'd me: And 
When, after all this, I ſee my felf confin'd to a Hell upon Earth, 
2 ditmal Priſon, with Company only fit for Devils; when I ſee 
Wuhatẽ's left of my Eſtate /quander'd away, and divided among m- 
miſſoners and Ag necs, mitead of being diſtrituted propoytionably 
among my Creditors ; when I find my miſerable Family ſtarving aud 
py lelt unable ro help them, tho healthy and capable enough of 
ling them, if I had but my Liberty; when I take a View of 
my felt in this Condition, how muſt it grate upon my Natural 
Temper ? How near mutt it bring me to extieam Deſperation? 
What then but extraordinary Grace can prevent my falling in with 
Brutus his Concluſion, —That Virtue or downright oy and Inte- 
grity iᷣ but an empty Name, and deceives all thoſe who depend upon it 5— = 
And when I once come to ſuch a Concluſion, bow ready will cor- 
rupt Nature iu me be to take every Sraunch Goal Birds Advice, to 
engage my ſelf in all manner of Wickedneſs, if I live ever to get 
my Liberty again, to ſer up the Trade of Cheating, as if I'de be re- 
venged that way of the inhumane World, tho' 1 deſtroyed my 
ſelf into the Bargain; or, I may be tempted to reſign my ſelf 1 
to a confin'd Life, fir down quietly a Beegar and à Priſoner ; regar 
no Duties to God or Man, but live a Sor and dye a Beaſt? How 
eaſily too may my unbapty Family be driven by ſuch barbarous 
VUſage upon deſtructive Courſes meerly to get Bread? Sons become 
_ «Thieves or Vagabonds, [Daughters become common Whores and 
Proſtitutes, Fires Bawds or Shop-lifters ? It's true all ſuch Crimes, 
whatever their Circumſtances. may be, will be inexcuſable in them; 
bur their Guilt will lie very heavy-upon thoſe Creditors at the lait 
5 «> up unreaſonable Cruelty forced them upon ſuch deſperate 
AvQOUILCH. .-. © ::; „ ; "iy pk PE SHS | i 
(A.) Extream Severity with Honeſt Min, who are rendred inſolvent 
meerly by i be Strokes of Provideiice, brings the weighty and terrible Cur- 
Jes 4 the Poor," the Fatherieſs and the Widow upon the | hard hearted, 
and unmereiful Creditor, God has called himfſelt, The Father of «be 
Fatherlefs, 10 provide for them, aud the Judge of the Widows, to 
vindicate them from the Hand of the pretior. And he who is 
a Chriſt ian indeed, can never pleaſe himſelf with an Opinion, That 
God will take no notice of Him, tho? He deals never ſo barbaroully 
with them. The Man, who has loft All, by Fire, by Water, by Thieves, 
&y Piunderers, by. the Villauy of greater Bankrupts, is Innocent, his 
Wite is Innocent, his Children are Innocent; but if any will ſay, 
that the Judgment he lyes under is due to his or their Sins, 'then, - 
Ler Him who 1s without Sin chrom the Firſt Stone at them; If no- ſuoh 
* Charge can be laid againſt them, can any Man Oppreſs 
O many Innocents together, and yet hope to eſcape the Vengeance 
= Goa? We.; tor For the Oppreſſion of the Poor, jor | 
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The Judyment of whe Wnmeroiful:domonſirated. 1 
be Sic ling of the Noedy, now will I ariſe, faith ibe Lord, and fet 
"Io fo — from pop who'puffeth at Him, — Plal, a2. 3. And again, 
be Lord velieveth the Fatherleſs- and the Widow, hut the Way'of be 

Ungodly, or the Oppreſſor, He turneth upſide down, — Pfal. 146. 99 
And what, tho Vengeance ſeems to be very flow in its Motions, 
at preſent, it will be ſure and heavy enough at laſt: It may be 
ſome who have ſwallowed up many a poor Debtor, ' Who have de- 
vnd many a Widow and ber helpleſs Children, who have Aeſtroy d mm- 
ny a raſh and iuconſiderate young Heir, by inveigling them into 
Debt, and incourag ing them in Exeratogivce an eee 1 
at lait, have ſtript them of All they had ; it may be, ſuch Vet- 
ches may think to ſham the World with their great Liberalitiess 
to Churches, to Priſons or Hoſpitals, and that God will be 'eafily =! 
farisfied with ſuch amends for Fraud, Cruelty, and Rupine; but thoſfſe 
whe depend on the Merit of ſuch Actions, will find themſelves in 
the ſame Claſs _ thoſe, e whom 2 denounces ſo 
many Woes — As devouring Widows Houſes, for a'precence making 
hogs. Proyere. — Ir was a noble Plea ——— for him- 
ſelt, Job. 21. 16. F I have with-held the Poor from ibeir defire, or 
have cauſed the Eyes of the Widow to fail, if I have ſeen any 7 for 
wa nt of Cloathing, or 3 without Covering : Tf -T have hift up-my 
Hand againſt the *Fatherleſs, when T ſaw my Help in the Gate; then let 
mine Arm fall from the ſhoulder Blade, and mine Arm he broken From 
the Bone. — Fob being conſcious of his own Integrity, could: me 
this Declaration without fear; but how few are there in thid⁴ Oivy - 
or Kingdom, who would not be as much afraid of making ſueh ano- 

1 5 ther, as a Whore in Iſrael, would have been afraid of trying the 

Vater of Fealouſie ? For my part, I would chooſe to meet a Lyon 

in his Rage, or a Bear in his fury, father chan to do any thing 

„* the Curſes of ſuch unfortunate Innocents upon wy 

5. As an Argument to reftram all Chriſtian Creditors from ſhowing any 

unk indneſs to their honeft, but inſolvent Debiors. Let fuch Gelbe 

make the” Caſe of their Debtors their own. Let them fuppoſe tem- 

faves Impoverithed and Difabled by the fame ſevere Ditpenſatians 

of Providence : Would they, in ſuch a caſe, be willing to be 

'thrown into a naſty Goal themſelves ? Would they be w ling to 

fee their poor Families forced to live upon the Alms of thePariſh, 

who had once held up their Heads as High as any init, or Starve? 
Would they be willing to be made wholly uſeleſs in the World, 

to have Heads and Hauds fit for Buſineſs, and yet to be *fhut up 
from all Buſineſs? Io be conſcious to themſelves of no Fraud, no 

Diſnoneſty, no Extravagance, and yet to have the Portion only of 
Spend-xhrifts, Cheats, and Villains ? If Men wauld be nr 
of God that he'd divert" ſuch Judgment from their Heads, can they 
think it juſt to endeavour to bring down the fame Fudements upon 
the Heads of their Brethren? How many (Citizen have thrown 
away theit own Debts, and have made others, who could he 


/* 
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22 Debtor and Creditor trade Eaſy - Or, 
iy bear it, loſe theirs, only by taking the firſt Advantages againſt 
their Debtors, by falling upon them ſuddainly, and has . 
when by the exerciſe only of /o much Patience as it requir'd in every 
ferious. Chriſtian, they themſelves, and all concerned with them, 
might have been paid the utmoſt Farthing ? And are not ſuch In- 
humane Greditors the greateſt Cheats of all? Are they not in reality 
more unjuſt. than the very worſt of all their Debtors ? I'm ſure, 

they ſhow more Malice, Ill Nature, Stubbornneſs and Brutality, 
than the veryeſt Knave they have to do with ever thought of. 
And ought not fruch Beaſts of Prey as theſe to be taken notice of 
our National Laws as ſeverely as the Baſeſt of Bankrupts? Are not 
they Perſons who drive many upon finning againſt God, only that 
they may the better ſupport themſelves ggainſt or under the violence 
of Men? Do they not drive Men of otherwiſe better Inclina- 
tions upon that Reſolut ion, —Ve will fall into the Hands of the Lord, 
and not into the Hands of Men, for as bis Majeſty is ſo is bis Mercy, 
Eccleſ. 2. 18. But ſuppoſe our /ecular Politirians, negligent in the 
-. Matter that our Temporal! Laws are all aſleep, or that Bribes ſhould 
put out the Eyes of our Diſpenſers of Juſtice * Ought not the Paſtors 
and Governours of the Church, to take Cognizance of ſuch Wicked- 
neſs and Inhumanity. We would forbid a known Murderer's en - 
trance into a Worſhipping Chriitian Congregation, as one whoſe 
Preſence would have as fatal an influence upon them, as that of 
Sacrilegious Achan had upon the Holt of J/rael. The Diſcipline 
the Primitive Church forbade all ſuch Wretches to enter into the 
Walls of the Houſe of God; and our own Church agrees with the 
Primitive in that Opinion, That all ſuch Barbarians are unfit to ap- 
_ pear, in that Holy Place. And indeed, how can he lift up clean 
Hands and a pure Heart to God in Prayers, who, as I may juitly 
expreſs it, has the Blood of ſo many Innocents hanging about him? 
How can that Man praiſe God with a ſincere Heart for any ourward 
Bleſſings beſtowed upon him, who turns them all into Curſes to 
himſelt and others, by cruel Rapine and Oppreſſion? How can he 
. Edifie by the Ford of God Read or Preached, who acts 1 in 
contradiction to it, and ſhews no Love, no Compaſſion, no Cha- 
rity to his Brethren ? And, above all, How dares that Man ar- 
proach the Table of the Lord, the Feat of Love, who is cloath'd with 
cruelty, and girt about with ur Malice, and reſolute Lucha- 
1 What can ſuch a Wietch expect, but zo Ear and Drink 
bis own Damnation at that Heavenly Table, where thoſe who are 

duly prepared, are the happy Partakers of Immortal Life aud Love. 
And are not they poſſeſſed with a Deviliſb courage, who hear the 
Churches Exbortation and Warning to the Worſhipping Aſſembly. 
That Non? who have done any Wrong or Injury to others, or wha are 
guilty of any grievous Crime, ſhould dare to approach God's Holy Altars 
without Repentance and Satisfaction, and yer can offer themſelves to 
that tremendous Ordinance, and ſeem content with the Lot of Ju- 
das, and to be poſſeſſed by the Devil, provided, they may Pr en 
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The Judgment of the Onmerciful demonſtrated. 23 * 
tirely ruine their unhappy Neighbours ? Such Men may indeed out- : 
brave the Laws of a Nation, and impoſe upon the moſt watchful G. 
vernours aud Tuſtors of the Church; they may out-face the Modefiy 
of a Chriſtiau Congregation. They may defie Vengeance, and ruſh 
on God's Anger, with as little Fear or Thought, as a Horſe ru 
es into the Battel ; but in ſpite of all their 7 Daring, 
—Thew Judgment now of a long time ling reth not, aud their Daumat ion 
ſlumbreth uot. 2 Pet. 2. 3. Such Creditors may be Cringed to, 
Flatter'd, Applauded here, but the great Judge of all Men can- 
not be impos'd on; Nor will that God paſs by their Debts to Ham, 
who will not forgive thoſe who-are indebted to them. Who can give . 
any Comfort to ſuch Heathens on their Death-Beds ? What Hrielt 
can be faithful to his Truſt, and hold ſuch a Man in hand that it's 
poſlible he may be ſaved ? If any can flatter them ſo far, it wall 
rove but an empty * Compliment, God will, not ſay Amen to thoſe 
Prayers which are put up tur them, tho“, in the Churches Words. 


There's no Abraham's Boſom for the Cruet and Uncompaſlionate ta 


reſt in, but all They Hall bave Judgmeut without Mercy who have ſhew- 
ed no Mercy. „ 8 e e 
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Furtherance and Improvement of that Great Chriſtian Vertue, bon 
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& {> Fhileſophical ical Diſcourſe concerning the Natural Immmottality 

of the Soul. Wherein the Great Queſtion of the Soul's Emo 

litx is Endeavour d to be rightly. Stated, and 22 Clear d. 
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